
Welcome to the Worship Celebration of 



Let’s Prepare Our Hearts to Worship 

       our HOLY and AWESOME GOD 



LIFE Group … 

We are in an Equipping Series (see Ephesians 4:11-16) 

that is focused on the Gospel of  Christ. 

 

We’ll be Equipped in the Gospel, know it & sharing it 

For the next several weeks …  

    6:30 pm at the Thomas’ home on Wed. evenings 



Now let’s Learn from God’s Holy Word  





Foundations of  Church for “Body Life Ministry” - 5  

Romans 12:1-21 

Therefore I urge (beg, beseech, plead with) you, 

brethren, by the mercies of  God, to present your 

bodies A LIVING AND HOLY SACRIFICE,  acceptable 

to God, which is your REASONABLE SPIRITUAL 

SERVICE OF WORSHIP. 2 And DO NOT be 

CONFORMED to this world, but be TRANSFORMED 

by the RENEWING OF YOUR MIND, so that you 

may PROVE what the will of  God is, that which is 

good and acceptable and perfect. 



Foundations of  Church for “Body Life Ministry” - 5  
3 For by the grace given to me I say to everyone among you NOT 

to think of  himself  more highly than he ought to think, but to 

think with SOBER JUDGMENT, each according to the measure 

of  faith that God has assigned. 4 For as in one body we have 

many members, and the members do not all have the same 

function, 5 so we, though many, are one body in Christ, and 

INDIVIDUALLY MEMBERS ONE OF ANOTHER. 6 Having gifts 

that differ according to the grace given to us, LET US USE 

THEM: if  prophecy, in proportion to our faith; 7 if  service, in our 

serving; the one who teaches, in his teaching; 8 the one who 

exhorts, in his exhortation; the one who contributes, in 

generosity; the one who leads, with zeal; the one who does acts 

of  mercy, with cheerfulness. 



Foundations of  Church for “Body Life Ministry” - 5  

9 Let love be without hypocrisy. Abhor what is evil. Cling to 

what is good.10 Be kindly affectionate to one another with 

brotherly love, in honor giving preference to one 

another; 11 not lagging in diligence, fervent in spirit, serving 

the LORD; 12 rejoicing in hope, patient in tribulation, 

continuing steadfastly in prayer; 13 distributing to the needs 

of  the saints, given to hospitality. 
14 Bless those who persecute you; bless and do not 

curse. 15 Rejoice with those who rejoice, and weep with 

those who weep. 16 Be of  the same mind toward one another. 

Do not set your mind on high things, but associate with the 

humble. Do not be wise in your own opinion. 



Foundations of  Church for “Body Life Ministry” - 5  

 
17 Repay no one evil for evil. Have regard for good things in 

the sight of  all men. 18 If  it is possible, as much as depends 

on you, live peaceably with all men. 19 Beloved, do not 

avenge yourselves, but rather give place to wrath; for it is 

written, “Vengeance is Mine, I will repay,” says the LORD.  
                                                                                                                                  (ref.: Deut. 32:35) 

 20 Therefore “If  your enemy is hungry, feed him; 

       If  he is thirsty, give him a drink; 

       For in so doing you will heap coals of  fire on his head.”                        
                                                                                                              (ref.: Prov. 25:21-22) 
21 Do not be overcome by evil, but overcome evil with good. 



Foundations of  Church for “Body Life Ministry” - 5  

Romans 12:1-21 

 Foundations of  Church for “Body Life Ministry” – Part 5 
 

Romans 12 Explains the Foundation and Fabric of  what a 

Local Church is … Surrendered, Humble, Transforming 

Disciples of  Jesus Christ 

 

Let’s Review Briefly what we learned from last week’s lesson 



Foundations of  Church for “Body Life Ministry” - 5  

Body LIFE Ministry as God Designed it: 
 

1. FIRST, We must have Surrendered & Humble Disciples of  Jesus 
  

2. Disciples who are bathing their minds & hearts with God’s Word 

which allows God to transform them (sanctification process of  the 

Holy Spirit) … working hard at studying, meditating upon, 

memorizing, reading, & seeking to Apply God’s Holy Word, the 

Bible. 
  

3. God gives Spiritual Gifts to Born Again Disciples of  Jesus Christ to 

be used to build up, encourage, strengthen each other in our Faith 

in Christ …  so that we all CONTINUE VICTORIOUSLY, to NOT Give 

up, to NOT Give In, to Focus on Trusting and Obeying God 

according to His Word, TRIUMPHANTLY. 



Foundations of  Church for “Body Life Ministry” - 5  

Body LIFE Ministry as God Designed it: 
 

4. We are to have the Attitudes, Actions, & Relationships bathed in 

Caring, Love, Encouragement, Prayer, consider our local church 

family as just that “our family”. The Fabric of  Body Life Ministry is 

God’s Love 
  

5. As a local church family, we are to be loving, forgiving, and a 

blessing to lost sinners around us  



Foundations of  Church for “Body Life Ministry” - 5  

God designed the Body of  Christ, as a Team, a local Team.  

Also, like a Military Company, Platoon, etc.  It is a group of  

individuals, as a group, that work together with one another for 

a common goal, with a common vision, for a common purpose. 

Yes, just like a military platoon of  troops.  The Greater Military 

exists, of  which they are a part of. Practically speaking, though, 

the group they are a part of  is where they actually live and do 

things with one another, together.  This is similar to the Body of  

Christ.  It is very much like a military operation with strategy, 

purpose, goals, and vision to accomplish what their 

commanders have set up for them. 



Foundations of  Church for “Body Life Ministry” - 5  

Think of  it this way … the World-Wide Body of  Christ, since 

Pentecost (Acts 2) includes all Born Again, Disciples of  Jesus 

Christ, globally … both past and present (up to this time).  That 

is the Greater, World-Wide Body of  Christ. But, in a practical 

sense, church is local, like a platoon. It is those folks you have 

said that you are covenanted with, “My Home Church”, My 

Local Church.  …  We see this articulated in Galatians chapter 

one: “the churches of  Galatia…”  and we see this in the 7 

churches describes in the first 3 chapters of  Revelation. . .   

local churches.  In some cases, some of  those local churches 

were just a few miles from each other (1 or 2 miles in some 

cases). 



Foundations of  Church for “Body Life Ministry” - 5  

Jesus said, “… I will build my church, and the gates of  hades 

will not prevail against it …”   

What characterizes a local church family? 

1. Jesus Christ is the HEAD of  each local church,  

the Commander, the Chief  Shepherd  

                                                  the one we should want to Obey & Glorify 

 

let’s read Ephesians 1:22-23 & Colossians 1:18 

 



Foundations of  Church for “Body Life Ministry” - 5  

Jesus said, “… I will build my church, and the gates of  hades 

will not prevail against it …”   

What characterizes a local church family? 

1. Jesus Christ is the HEAD of  each local church,  

the Commander, the Chief  Shepherd  

                                                  the one we should want to Obey & Glorify 
 

Ephesians 1:22-23 
22 And He [God the Father] put ALL things under His [Jesus Christ’s] 

feet, and gave Him [Jesus Christ] to be head over ALL things to the 

church, 23 which is His body, the fullness of  Him who fills ALL in ALL. 



Foundations of  Church for “Body Life Ministry” - 5  

Jesus said, “… I will build my church, and the gates of  hades 

will not prevail against it …”   

What characterizes a local church family? 

1. Jesus Christ is the HEAD of  each local church,  

the Commander, the Chief  Shepherd  

                                                  the one we should want to Obey & Glorify 
 

Colossians 1:18 

And He [Jesus Christ] is the HEAD of  the body, the church, 

who is the beginning, the firstborn from the dead, that in ALL 

things He may have the PREEMINENCE 
 

Is Jesus Christ really the Head, Leader, Motivation, the 

ONLY Reason for our existence as a local church? 



Foundations of  Church for “Body Life Ministry” - 5  

What characterizes a local church family? 

2. Specific Leadership … the local church family is accountable to 

one another, under the human leadership of  pastoral eldership under 

Christ according to God’s Holy Word. 1 Peter 5:1-5; Acts 6:1-7;  

1 Timothy 3:1-13; Titus 1:5-9; Hebrews 13:7,17; 1 Thes. 5:12-13 
 

How does this relate to each Born Again, Disciple of  Christ? 

Can a Christian just float around to various churches (be a church 

hopper)? Why or why not? Can a Christian just avoid being a part of  

a local church family? Why “go to church” at all?  (Hebrews 10:24-25) 
 

The fact of  there being Specific Leadership (a team of  pastoral 

elders & deacons) over each local church family, answers these 

questions. (how can we be a team, if  we can’t count on you?) 



Foundations of  Church for “Body Life Ministry” - 5  

What characterizes a local church family? 

2. Specific Leadership … the local church family is accountable to 

one another, under the human leadership of  pastoral eldership under 

Christ according to God’s Holy Word.  
 

1 Thessalonians 5:12-13  
12 And we urge you, brethren, to recognize those who labor 

among you, and are OVER YOU in the LORD and ADMONISH 

you, 13 and to esteem them very highly in love for their work’s 

sake. Be at peace among yourselves. 



Foundations of  Church for “Body Life Ministry” - 5  

What characterizes a local church family? 

2. Specific Leadership … the local church family is accountable to 

one another, under the human leadership of  pastoral eldership under 

Christ according to God’s Holy Word.  
 

Hebrews 13:7,17  
7 Remember those who rule over you, who have spoken the 

word of  God to you, whose faith follow, considering the 

outcome of  their conduct.  17 Obey those who rule over you, 

and be submissive, for they watch out for your souls, as those 

who must give account. Let them do so with joy and not with 

grief, for that would be unprofitable for you. 



Foundations of  Church for “Body Life Ministry” - 5  

What characterizes a local church family? 

2. Specific Leadership … the local church family is accountable...  
 

So, for the Church Floater, the Church Hopper… the Consumer 

… the Customer … the person who is trying to find the Perfect 

Church … which set of  Elders, Pastors … which local church 

are you accountable to … those two passages, alone, focus on 

being accountable to some specific leadership of  some 

specific local church family … which ONE? 

And if  we are to be on a TEAM to Win the Lost to Christ, how 

can we do that if  we are a part of  3 of  them or more? 

Which church is your HOME CHURCH?  We must be a part of  

ONE Local Church Family … otherwise we diminish the Mission 



Foundations of  Church for “Body Life Ministry” - 5  

What characterizes a local church family? 

3. CONTEXT of  REAL PEOPLE, who used to be lost sinners, but are 

now SAVED Saints in Christ …  
 

AND are very much not perfect in their behavior, yet.  ATTITUDE is 

EVERYTHING 
 

What kind of  ATTITUDE? We are to LOVE One Another …   
 

God wants us to be  HOLY WARRIORS for CHRIST that work together 

as a TEAM  . 

Romans 12:3  For I say, through the grace given to me, to 

everyone who is among you, not to think of  himself  more 

highly than he ought to think, but to think soberly, as God has 

dealt to each one a measure of  faith. 



Foundations of  Church for “Body Life Ministry” - 5  

What characterizes a local church family? 

3. CONTEXT of  REAL PEOPLE, who used to be lost sinners, but are 

now SAVED Saints in Christ …  

 
 

In order to fulfill our Mission Successfully, the Great 

Commission, the Spread of  the Gospel of  Christ, we must be 

like Triumphant, Cohesive, Team-Minded Soldiers on Mission.  

Holy Warriors for Christ (not with physical armor and weapons, but 

Spiritual - 2 Cor. 10:3-5) 



Foundations of  Church for “Body Life Ministry” - 5  

What characterizes a local church family? 

If  we  love [one another] without hypocrisy. Abhor what is evil. 

Cling to what is good.10 Be kindly affectionate to one another with 

brotherly love, in honor giving preference to one another; 11 not 

lagging in diligence, fervent in spirit, serving the Lord; 12 rejoicing in 

hope, patient in tribulation, continuing steadfastly in prayer; 
13 distributing to the needs of  the saints, given to hospitality. …  
15 Rejoice with those who rejoice, and weep with those who 

weep. 16 Be of  the same mind toward one another. Do not set your 

mind on high things, but associate with the humble. Do not be wise in 

your own opinion. (Romans 12:9-13,15-16) 

Wouldn’t This Kind of  Attitude of  LOVE allow a local 

church family to be Cohesive able to Work Together well? 



Foundations of  Church for “Body Life Ministry” - 5  

What characterizes a local church family? 

So, if  we all have that same kind of  caring attitude of  love for 

one another, instead of  focusing all of  our attention upon on 

ourselves, our things, our lives… etc…  , but instead focus on 

caring for one another BECAUSE of  the MISSION we are on … 

won’t we be successful?  A Platoon that is at each others’ 

throats will NOT accomplish their mission. 
 

But, a Military Platoon that is there for each other and to help 

one another toward accomplishing the Mission, won’t they 

Succeed? Won’t they be Triumphant? 

   The same is with the local church family 



Foundations of  Church for “Body Life Ministry” - 5  

What characterizes a local church family? 

4. STRATEGY  Since we are ON MISSION to win the LOST to 

CHRIST, together …  

We must follow Romans 12:14,17-21 to have the correct ATTITUDE to 

win the lost to Christ  
 

 We are to Spread the GOSPEL  AND  show COMPASSION  

 



Foundations of  Church for “Body Life Ministry” - 5  

What characterizes a local church family? 

4. STRATEGY  Since we are ON MISSION to win the LOST to 

CHRIST, together   SPREAD the GOSPEL and Show COMPASSION 

Romans 12:14,17-21 
14 Bless those who persecute you; bless and do not curse.   17 Repay 

no one evil for evil. Have REGARD FOR GOOD THINGS IN THE SIGHT 

OF ALL MEN. 18 If  it is possible, as much as depends on you, live 

peaceably with all men. [DON’T START the FIGHT] 19 Beloved, do not 

avenge yourselves, but rather give place to wrath; for it is 

written, “Vengeance is Mine, I will repay,” says the Lord.   
20 Therefore “If  your enemy is hungry, feed him; if  he is thirsty, give 

him a drink; for in so doing you will heap coals of  fire on his head.” 
21 Do not be overcome by evil, but OVERCOME evil with good. 



Foundations of  Church for “Body Life Ministry” - 5  

What characterizes a local church family? 

4. STRATEGY  Since we are ON MISSION to win the LOST to 

CHRIST, together   SPREAD the GOSPEL and Show COMPASSION 

Romans 12:14,17-21  

 

We must use Wisdom, Creativity, STRATEGY … BRILLIANCE … 
 

WE MUST CONTINUE TO 

           SPREAD the GOSPEL  

   WHILE BEING  COMPASSIONATE in the Process… 
 

I encourage you to PRAYERFULLY and BIBLICALLY Think about this, 

Meditate upon these Principles … and see how God can use us for 

the Gospel’s Sake …  Creatively & Impactfully …  



See y’all Next Time we Gather…  

@ LIFE Group and/or Here Next Week 


