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The Map of the SEVEN churches in Western Turkey (Ancient “ASIA MINOR” )
Notice where SMYRNA is … on the COAST – at the Head of a very large natural BAY /
HARBOR . . .
SMYRNA is NORTH of EPHESUS (which also is near the COAST )
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One of the more recent kinds of persecutions, massacres, and/or slaughters against
Christians in that city and its surrounding regions occurred under the dying days of the
Ottoman Empire, the predecessor of the modern state of Turkey. This disaster relates to an
event called the “Great Fire of Smyrna”. When all of the events surrounding this tragedy
were over, thousands upon thousands were dead, most of whom would have been
considered Christians, of Armenian and of Greek descent. It seems that the Turks allowed
this to happen, or some even go as far to say that this was a premeditated way of getting
rid of the last unified community of Christians in that area, so that the Islamic Empire of the
Ottomans’ would continue to expand. But, in fact, in just a couple of years after this and
other massacres perpetrated by Ottoman forces, the very Empire surrendered and
disbanded the Caliphate and their desire for “World Domination”, in 1924. The fact still
remains of this most recent and seeming final tragedy of Christians being massacred in
Smyrna, this last time, was at the hands of Muslims.

Today, Izmir has a very nice museum that relates to its ancient Smyrnan history, especially
regarding its Agora
(for more, please go to: http://www.kultur.gov.tr/EN/belge/2-19978/eski2yeni.html ).
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5. KEY that unlocks Revelation chapters 2 & 3 – 10 Days in Prison . . . it never happened.
WHAT???  Revelation 2:10
This unlocks the MYSTERY of the SEVEN CHURCHES. What do they REPRESENT?
Do not fear what you are about to suffer. Behold, the devil is about to throw some of you
into prison, that you may be tested, and for TEN DAYS you will have tribulation. Be
faithful unto death, and I will give you the crown of life.
It turns out those folks of the church in Smyrna were NEVER thrown into prison for 10 days.
That never happened. (church history has much documentation for this period of time,
BTW)
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5. KEY that unlocks Revelation chapters 2 & 3 – 10 Days in Prison . . . it never happened.
WHAT???  Revelation 2:10
This unlocks the MYSTERY of the SEVEN CHURCHES. What do they REPRESENT?
So, what does this “10 DAYS” refer to?
 It Refers to The DEVIL being behind this (his demonic spiritual forces are behind this)
 It is for a period of 10 time periods (i.e. “days”)
 It relates to suffering, persecution, prison and death (martyrdom)
Online Ref: http://www.bibleprobe.com/10persecutions.htm
Between about 67 AD or so until about 312 AD or so … there were 10 Specific and Horrific
Periods of Persecution against Christians, that the church had never experienced up to that
point by the Roman Empire. With each subsequent persecution, they were each worse,
exponentially.
Thus, the Church of Smyrna, doesn’t just represent a specific local church family in History,
but it Prophetically Represents a Period of Time in Church History (remarkably accurate
prophetically).
This Helps us see that each of the SEVEN CHURCHes of Revelation 2 & 3 Represents
different Periods (or overlapping Periods) of Time (or Ages) within the overall Church Age.
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Ephesus (Rev. 2:1-7)  represents the Apostolic Age of Christianity – the first 30 years of
so…
from 33 AD (day of Pentecost [Acts 2]) until about 67 A.D. or so
Smyrna (Rev. 2:8-11)  represents the Early Church Fathers Period of Church History –
from 67 AD or so until about 312 A.D. or so
 SMYRNA is the KEY that UNLOCKS the Prophetic Mystery of the SEVEN Churches
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