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Healing at the Temple - Part 2 - A Miracle led to the Gospel Presentation — and Persecution

1. Miraculous Community of Faith — God Performing Miracles through the Apostles
This is one Example of the Miraculous - it is always RELATED to the GOSPEL, always.
(compare Acts 2:43; 4:33; Acts 5:12-16; Galatians 3:1-5; Hebrews 2:1-4; John 14:12)

2. This man was born lame. The Healing was known to all (Acts 3:8-10)
This was a genuine, physical, real, irrefutable, undeniable Miracle of Healing

3. God'’s Miracle of healing this man who was lame from birth led to the Gospel being Presented.

a. God’s Intervention and Drawing Power is always First
b. then the Church must use all opportunities to Present the Gospel
c. and then God does the Saving = therefore, God get’s the Credit for all of it.

4. Peter calls the hearers of the Gospel to Repent and be Converted ... (vs 19)

“REPENT therefore and be CONVERTED, that your SINS may be blotted out, so that times of
refreshing may come from the presence of the Lord ...”

Why do sinners need to Repent? What does it mean to Repent? (ref.: Romans 2:4)
a. ltis an act of the will — to change my mind about something (change of heart, as well)
(the sinner is called upon to agree with God about who God is, about our sinful state, etc.)
b. Repentance is a part of becoming Humble (turn / return / u-turn) (see James 4:6; 1 Peter 5:5)
c. ltis the First Part of Personally Trusting in Christ for Salvation (Acts 20:18-21)

5. Presenting the Gospel of Christ, even if God uses an IRREFUTABLE, UNDENIABLE Miracle —
it can still lead to Persecution of some of kind (Acts 4:1-3)

Jesus and the Apostles of Christ Predicted this:
a. That it would bring God’s Eternal Blessings (Matthew 5:10-12)
b. He Warned us - so that we would be Prepared (Matthew 10:16-39)

c. Persecution is NORMAL: (2 Tim. 3:12; also Acts 14:22 & 2 Thess. 1:4)
“Yes, and ALL who desire to live godly in Christ Jesus WILL SUFFER Persecution”

d. Yet, if we don’t give up, God will provide a Fruitful Harvest (Galatians 6:9; Acts 4:4)

6. Persecution usually happens because The Gospel of Christ (when embraced and believed)
destroys the control of the “powers that be” over sinful people outside of Christ (that “control”
keeps the people in spiritual blindness and in bondage to sin) — Acts 4:1-4

“being GREATLY DISTURBED that they taught the people and preached in Jesus the
resurrection from the dead” Acts 4:2 = their Motivation to Persecute Peter and John

Peter and John knew that the Jewish Religious/Political Party of the Sadducees hated the
Biblical Doctrine of the Resurrection - Yet they Preached “Jesus and the Resurrection”
anyways. They did not cower or try to be Politically Correct or “walk on eggs shells” to avoid
any confrontations. They simply Trusted and Obeyed God and Preached the Gospel of Christ.
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Acts 3: Now Peter and John went up together to the temple at the hour of prayer, the ninth hour
(about 3pm). 2 And a certain man lame from his mother’s womb was carried, whom they laid daily
at the gate of the temple which is called Beautiful, to ask alms from those who entered the temple;
3who, seeing Peter and John about to go into the temple, asked for alms. 4 And fixing his eyes on
him, with John, Peter said, “Look at us.” ® So he gave them his attention, expecting to receive
something from them. ¢ Then Peter said, “Silver and gold | do not have, but what | do have | give
you: In the name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth, rise up and walk.” ” And he took him by the right
hand and lifted him up, and immediately his feet and ankle bones received strength.  So he,
leaping up, stood and walked and entered the temple with them—walking, leaping, and
praising God. ° And all the people saw him walking and praising God. '° Then they knew that it
was he who sat begging alms at the Beautiful Gate of the temple; and they were filled with wonder
and amazement at what had happened to him.

" Now as the lame man who was healed held on to Peter and John, all the people ran together to
them in the porch which is called Solomon’s, greatly amazed. '> So when Peter saw it, he
responded to the people: “Men of Israel, why do you marvel at this? Or why look so intently at us, as
though by our own power or godliness we had made this man walk? '* The God of Abraham, Isaac,
and Jacob, the God of our fathers, glorified His Servant Jesus, whom you delivered up and
denied in the presence of Pilate, when he was determined to let Him go. '# But you denied the
Holy One and the Just, and asked for a murderer to be granted to you, '° and killed the Prince
of life, whom God raised from the dead, of which we are witnesses. ' And His name, through
faith in His name, has made this man strong, whom you see and know. Yes, the faith which
comes through Him has given him this perfect soundness in the presence of you all.

7“Yet now, brethren, | know that you did it in ignorance, as did also your rulers. '® But those things
which God foretold by the mouth of all His prophets, that the Christ would suffer, He has thus
fulfilled. " REPENT therefore and be CONVERTED, that your SINS may be blotted out, so that
times of refreshing may come from the presence of the LORD, 2° and that He may send Jesus Christ,
who was preached to you before, 2 whom heaven must receive until the times of restoration of all
things, which God has spoken by the mouth of all His holy prophets since the world began. 22 For
Moses truly said to the fathers, ‘The LORD your God will raise up for you a Prophet like me from
your brethren. Him you shall hear in all things, whatever He says to you. 23 And it shall be that
every soul who will not hear that Prophet shall be utterly destroyed from among the people.’
24 Yes, and all the prophets, from Samuel and those who follow, as many as have spoken, have also
foretold these days. ° You are sons of the prophets, and of the covenant which God made with our
fathers, saying to Abraham, ‘And in your seed, all the families of the earth shall be blessed.’ 2 To
you FIRST, God, having raised up His Servant Jesus, sent Him to BLESS you, in turning away
every one of you from your iniquities.”

Chapter 4 - Now as they spoke to the people, the priests, the captain of the temple, and the
Sadducees came upon them, 2being GREATLY DISTURBED that they taught the people and
preached in Jesus’ Name: the Resurrection from the Dead. 3 And they laid hands on them, and
put them in custody until the next day, for it was already evening. 4 However, many of those who
heard the word believed; and the number of the men came to be about five thousand.

(Acts 3:1 — 4:4 — NKJV)
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