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Church - The Beginnings, Part 16
Simply Biblical Church Leadership




1.

Growth Pains and Challenges when God is blessing with
multiplication of disciples:

Now in those days, when the number of the disciples was
MULTIPLYING, there arose a COMPLAINT against the Hebrews by
the Hellenists, because their widows WERE NEGLECTED in the
daily distribution. (Acts 6:1)

Ministry to the Widows (see 1 Tim. 5:3-16)

The Church took up this challenge per Old Testament Teachings as
obedience. No Government Welfare, and the church was no longer
a part of the local Synagogue Network, which normally handled
such “ministry.” Today, the church has abdicated this to Big
Government (sad).

The Ethnic Divisions are NEVER Addressed nor is there a
SOLUTION for any ETHNIC / LINGUISTIC Divisions that may exist.
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Growth Pains and Challenges when God is blessing with
multiplication of disciples:

The Ethnic Divisions are NEVER Addressed nor is there a
SOLUTION for any ETHNIC / LINGUISTIC Divisions that may exist.

Hebrews and Hellenists = Hebrews - Those who were natives to
the land of Israel, grew up there, spoke Aramaic, Hebrew, and
Greek (and maybe Latin) (in that order). Natives to Israel

Hellenists: Those folks from outside of Israel — Genetic Israelis, as
well as Gentile Proselytes (converts to Judaism) — but reside
outside the land of Israel and who have native, heart-languages
other than Aramaic/Hebrew (a partial list of countries of originis in
Acts 2:5,9-11) These folks spoke a common Trade Language: Greek
(Hellenistic = Greek).



We will devote
ourselves to prayer and
to the ministry of the word.




2. The Apostles’ role was that of Pastoral Elders (see verses on the back of
this sheet)

Their role of Eldership / Overseeing the Congregation involved: (Acts 6:2,4)
This is the IDEAL GOAL of every congregation for their own Pastoral Elders
To allow their Elders to be freed up, to give themselves continually
(without distraction) to:
Acts 6:2,4: “lt is not desirable that we should leave the word of God and
serve tables ... we will give (devote) ourselves continually to prayer AND to
the ministry of the word.”

a. Prayers
(Praying over the people and leadership of the local church family)

b. The Ministry of the Word
(study, preparation, preaching, teaching, proclaiming)



3. Qualified Leadership —- DEACONS (Acts 6:3-6; ref. 1 Timothy 3:8-13)
The Answer to the Crisis was Qualified Leadership. More
leadership, under the authority of the elders. In the OT: Moses & 70
Elders - AND - the Leaders of 1000’s, 100’s, 50’s and 10’s
(ref. Exodus 18:13-26). The Apostles were using that same MODEL of
Leadership levels. Deacons are equivalent to the Leaders of
1000’s, 100’s, 50’s, and 10’s (‘a Factor of 5°)

Acts 6:3-6 > Therefore, brethren, seek out from among YOURSELVES
seven men of GOOD REPUTATION, FULL OF THE HOLY SPIRIT and
WISDOM, whom we may appoint over this business (ministry) ... they chose
Stephen, a man full of faith and the Holy Spirit, and Philip, Prochorus,
Nicanor, Timon, Parmenas, and Nicolas, a proselyte from Antioch, ¢ whom
they set before the apostles; and when they had prayed, they laid hands on
them.

The Hellenists chose leadership from among themselves: Hellenists, who
were Ethnically and Culturally similar to those in need. Principle



4. The RESULT was MORE, Exponentially MORE, Multiplication of
Disciples: (Acts 6:7)

Notice: This happened BECAUSE: “The WORD OF GOD SPREAD”

It was as though The Word of God was HELD back UNTIL this issue
was RESOLVED.

The WORD of the GOD was Freed UP from Bickering and
Complaining and it resulted in more folks becoming, born again,
disciples of Jesus Christ.

Acts 6:1 - “... there AROSE a COMPLAINT AGAINST the Hebrews
by the Hellenists, because [fill in the blank] ...”

This Complaint was obviously festering, and may have caused a
ROOT of Bitterness which GREW and AROSE and BORE FRUIT ...
The Apostles NIPPED it in the BUD and Resolved the ISSUE



4. The RESULT was MORE, Exponentially MORE, Multiplication of
Disciples: (Acts 6:7)

Notice: This happened BECAUSE: “The WORD OF GOD SPREAD”

It was as though The Word of God was HELD back UNTIL this issue
was RESOLVED.

The WORD of the GOD was Freed UP from Bickering and
Complaining and it resulted in more folks becoming, born again,
disciples of Jesus Christ.

So, for us, today, what might be Hindering the “WORD OF GOD
SPREADING” in our LIVES? Through New LIFE Fellowship?



Let’s Worship God ... Because of Who He is,
For What He has done, and What He is Yet
todo = Heis the GREAT GOD, ALMIGHTY
WHO HAS ALL CONTROL OVER THE
WHOLE UNIVERSE and TIME...

ALL POWERFUL ALMIGHTY GOD
The GOD of ISRAEL
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