Welcome to the Worship Celebration of

Church – The Beginnings, Part 69
Paul – Jerusalem & the Bondage of Judaism
Acts 21:15 – 23:11
02/25/2018

Acts 21:15 – 23:11 - And after those days we packed and went up to
Jerusalem. 16 Also some of the disciples from Caesarea went with us and
brought with them a certain Mnason of Cyprus, an early disciple, with whom we
were to lodge.
17 And when we had come to Jerusalem, the brethren received us gladly. 18 On
the following day Paul went in with us to James, and all the elders were
present. 19 When he had greeted them, he told in [great] detail those things
which God had done among the Gentiles through his ministry. 20 And when they
heard it, they glorified the Lord.
1. What are some reasons why Paul went back to Jerusalem?
Romans 9:1-5 & 10:1  His concern, prayerful and evangelistic concern and
motivation
Paul desired for his close family, relatives, cousins, and fellow Israelis to
come to their Messiah in the New Covenant – being Born Again.

Romans 9:1-5 - I tell the truth in Christ, I am not lying, my conscience also
bearing me witness in the Holy Spirit, 2 that I have great sorrow and continual
grief in my heart. 3 For I could wish that I myself were accursed from Christ for
my brethren, my countrymen according to the flesh, 4 who are Israelites, to
whom pertain the adoption, the glory, the covenants, the giving of the law, the
service of God, and the promises; 5 of whom are the fathers and from whom,
according to the flesh, Christ came, who is over all, the eternally blessed God.
Amen.
Romans 10:1 - Brethren, my heart’s desire and prayer to God for Israel is that
they may be saved.
1. What are some reasons why Paul went back to Jerusalem?
Romans 9:1-5 & 10:1  His concern, prayerful and evangelistic concern and
motivation
Paul desired for his close family, relatives, cousins, and fellow Israelis to
come to their Messiah in the New Covenant – being Born Again.

Acts 21:15 – 23:11 –
17 And when we had come to Jerusalem, the brethren received us gladly. 18 On
the following day Paul went in with us to James, and all the elders were
present. 19 When he had greeted them, he told in detail those things which God
had done among the Gentiles through his ministry. 20 And when they
heard it, they glorified the Lord. And they said to him, “You see, brother, how
many myriads of Jews there are who have believed, and they are all ZEALOUS
FOR THE LAW; 21 but they have been informed about you that you teach all the
Jews who are among the Gentiles to forsake Moses, saying that they ought not
to circumcise their children nor to walk according to the customs. 22 What then?
The assembly must certainly meet, for they will hear that you have come.
Rumors about Paul’s Ministry … even “almost” believed by the church in
Jerusalem … without Facebook or Twitter, Internet, Radio, or TV.
James, along with the Jerusalem church devise a plan to “dispel” those nasty
rumors – certainly Rabbi Shaul (the apostle Paul) is still really a Jew, deep down
inside and these rumors aren’t’ real, etc.  ZEALOUS FOR the LAW?
Why aren’t they ZEALOUS for YESHUA the MESSIAH and the Gospel?

Acts 21:15 – 23:11 –
23 Therefore do what we tell you: We have four men who have taken a
vow. 24 Take them and be purified with them, and pay their expenses so that they
may shave their heads, and that all may know that those things of which they
were informed concerning you are nothing, but that you yourself also walk
orderly and keep the law. 25 But concerning the Gentiles who believe, we have
written and decided that they should observe no such thing, except that they
should keep themselves from things offered to idols, from blood, from things
strangled, and from sexual immorality.”
26 Then Paul took the men, and the next day, having been purified with them,
entered the temple to announce the expiration of the days of purification, at
which time an offering should be made for each one of them.
2. Why did Paul submit to James’ suggestion of paying for purification and
vows of those four Jewish Believers in Messiah?
 Gospel Relevancy without Compromising God’s Word …
1 Corinthians 9:19-23

2. Why did Paul submit to James’ suggestion of paying for purification and
vows of those four Jewish Believers in Messiah?
 Gospel Relevancy without Compromising God’s Word …
1 Corinthians 9:19-23  For though I am free from all men, I have made myself a
slave to all, so that I may win more. 20 To the Jews I became as a Jew, so that I
might win Jews; to those who are under the Law, as under the Law though not
being myself under the Law, so that I might win those who are under the
Law; 21 to those who are without law, as without law, though not being without
the law of God but under the law of Christ, so that I might win those who are
without law. 22 To the weak I became weak, that I might win the weak; I have
become all things to all men, so that I may by all means save some. 23 I do all
things for the sake of the gospel, so that I may become a fellow partaker of it.

Paul was doing this for the Gospel’s sake – for Christ’s sake.
That by using all means, he might be used of Christ to save some – some Jews.
Is this your Life’s Goal – using every possible means and all of your efforts and
finances, etc. to win as many to Christ as possible?

Acts 21:15 – 23:11 –
26 Then Paul took the men, and the next day, having been purified with them,
entered the temple to announce the expiration of the days of purification, at
which time an offering should be made for each one of them.
27 Now when the seven days were almost ended, the Jews from Asia, seeing him
in the temple, stirred up the whole crowd and laid hands on him, 28 crying out,
“Men of Israel, help! This is the man who teaches all men everywhere against
the people, the law, and this place; and furthermore he also brought Greeks into
the temple and has defiled this holy place.” 29 (For they had previously seen
Trophimus the Ephesian with him in the city, whom they supposed that Paul had
brought into the temple.) [i.e. all this was driven by rumors and misinformation]
30 And all the city was disturbed; and the people ran together, seized Paul, and
dragged him out of the temple; and immediately the doors were shut. 31 Now as
they were seeking to kill him, news came to the commander of the garrison that
all Jerusalem was in an uproar. 32 He immediately took soldiers and centurions,
and ran down to them. And when they saw the commander and the soldiers,
they stopped beating Paul. (saved, in the nick of time)
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30 And all the city was disturbed; and the people ran together, seized Paul, and
dragged him out of the temple; and immediately the doors were shut. 31 Now as
they were seeking to kill him, news came to the commander of the garrison that
all Jerusalem was in an uproar. 32 He immediately took soldiers and centurions,
and ran down to them. And when they saw the commander and the soldiers,
they stopped beating Paul. 33 Then the commander came near and took him, and
commanded him to be bound with two chains; and he asked who he was and
what he had done. 34 And some among the multitude cried one thing and some
another.
So when he could not ascertain the truth because of the tumult, he commanded
him to be taken into the barracks. 35 When he reached the stairs, he had to be
carried by the soldiers because of the violence of the mob. 36 For the multitude
of the people followed after, crying out, “Away with him!”
37 Then as Paul was about to be led into the barracks, he said to the commander,
“May I speak to you?”. He [the commander] replied, “Can you speak Greek?”
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37 Then as Paul was about to be led into the barracks, he said to the commander,
“May I speak to you?”. He [the commander] replied, “Can you speak
Greek?” 38 Are you not the Egyptian who some time ago stirred up a rebellion
and led the four thousand assassins out into the wilderness?”
39 But Paul said, “I am a Jew from Tarsus, in Cilicia, a citizen of no mean [i.e. a
very important] city; and I implore you, permit me to speak to the people.”
(In verse 39 – the commander should’ve understood that Tarsus, in Cilicia – was
a very Important University City – of the Roman Empire. Those who are born
there were considered Roman Citizens. Legal Citizens. If they were there legally
and had children, their children were Romans, automatically. It was a Free City,
a Roman City.)
40 So

when he had given him permission, Paul stood on the stairs and motioned
with his hand to the people. And when there was a great silence, he spoke
to them in the Hebrew language, saying,
(22:1) “Brethren and fathers, hear my defense before you now.”
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40 So when he had given him permission, Paul stood on the stairs and motioned
with his hand to the people. And when there was a great silence, he spoke
to them in the Hebrew language, saying,
(22:1) “Brethren and fathers, hear my defense before you now.” 2 And when
they heard that he spoke to them in the Hebrew language, they kept all the more
silent.
Then he said: 3 “I am indeed a Jew, born in Tarsus of Cilicia, but brought up in
this city at the feet of Gamaliel, taught according to the strictness of our
fathers’ law, and was zealous toward God as you all are today. 4 I persecuted
this Way to the death, binding and delivering into prisons both men and
women, 5 as also the high priest bears me witness, and all the council of the
elders, from whom I also received letters to the brethren, and went to Damascus
to bring in chains even those who were there to Jerusalem to be punished.
6 “Now it happened, as I journeyed and came near Damascus at about noon,
suddenly a great light from heaven shone around me.
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6 “Now it happened, as I journeyed and came near Damascus at about noon,
suddenly a great light from heaven shone around me. 7 And I fell to the ground
and heard a voice saying to me, ‘Saul, Saul, why are you persecuting Me?’ 8 So I
answered, ‘Who are You, Lord?’ And He said to me, ‘I am Jesus of Nazareth,
whom you are persecuting.’ (notice, no riots, yet … )
9 “And those who were with me indeed saw the light and were afraid, but they
did not hear the voice of Him who spoke to me. 10 So I said, ‘What shall I do,
Lord?’ And the Lord said to me, ‘Arise and go into Damascus, and there you will
be told all things which are appointed for you to do.’ 11 And since I could not see
for the glory of that light, being led by the hand of those who were with me, I
came into Damascus.
12 “Then a certain Ananias, a devout man according to the law, having a good
testimony with all the Jews who dwelt there, 13 came to me; and he stood and
said to me, ‘Brother Saul, receive your sight.’ And at that same hour I looked up
at him.
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12 “Then a certain Ananias, a devout man according to the law, having a good
testimony with all the Jews who dwelt there, 13 came to me; and he stood and
said to me, ‘Brother Saul, receive your sight.’ And at that same hour I looked up
at him. 14 Then he said, ‘The God of our fathers has chosen you that you should
know His will, and see the Just One, and hear the voice of His mouth. 15 For you
will be His witness to all men of what you have seen and heard. 16 And now why
are you waiting? Arise and be baptized, and wash away your sins, calling on the
name of the Lord.’ (notice – still no riots, yet – folks are listening intently)
17 “Now it happened, when I returned to Jerusalem [not this time, but a previous
time] and was praying in the temple, that I was in a trance 18 and saw Him saying
to me, ‘Make haste and get out of Jerusalem quickly, for they will not receive
your testimony concerning Me.’ 19 So I said, ‘Lord, they know that in every
synagogue I imprisoned and beat those who believe on You. 20 And when the
blood of Your martyr Stephen was shed, I also was standing by consenting to
his death, and guarding the clothes of those who were killing him.’ 21 Then He
said to me, ‘Depart, for I will send you far from here to the Gentiles.’”
[ Now the Riots happened, when they heard the word “Gentiles” – racist, maybe? ]
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17 “Now it happened, when I returned to Jerusalem [not this time, but a previous
time] and was praying in the temple, that I was in a trance 18 and saw Him saying
to me, ‘Make haste and get out of Jerusalem quickly, for they will not receive
your testimony concerning Me.’ 19 So I said, ‘Lord, they know that in every
synagogue I imprisoned and beat those who believe on You. 20 And when the
blood of Your martyr Stephen was shed, I also was standing by consenting to
his death, and guarding the clothes of those who were killing him.’ 21 Then He
said to me, ‘Depart, for I will send you far from here to the Gentiles.’”
[ Now the Riots happened, when they heard the word “Gentiles” – racist, maybe? ]
22 And

they listened to him until this word, and then they raised their voices and
said, “Away with such a fellow from the earth, for he is not fit to live!” 23 Then, as
they cried out and tore off their clothes and threw dust into the air, 24 the
commander ordered him to be brought into the barracks, and said that he
should be examined under scourging, so that he might know why they shouted
so against him. 25 And as they bound him with thongs, Paul said to the centurion
who stood by, “Is it lawful for you to scourge a man who is a Roman, and
uncondemned?” (Habeas Corpus – Latin for due process – Roman citizen card)
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25 And as they bound him with thongs, Paul said to the centurion who stood by,
“Is it lawful for you to scourge a man who is a Roman, and uncondemned?”
(Habeas Corpus – Latin for due process – Roman citizenship card)
26 When the centurion heard that, he went and told the commander, saying,
“Take care what you do, for this man is a Roman.”
27 Then the commander came and said to him, “Tell me, are you a Roman?”
He said, “Yes.” [why didn’t the commander ask him at first?]
28 The commander answered, “With a large sum I obtained this citizenship.”
And Paul said, “But I was born a citizen.” [i.e. born in Tarsus, in Cilicia]
29 Then immediately those who were about to examine him withdrew from him;
and the commander was also afraid after he found out that he was a Roman,
and because he had bound him. [due process was abrogated/disrupted]
30 The next day, because he [the commander] wanted to know for certain why he
[Paul] was accused by the Jews, he [the commander] released him [Paul]
from his bonds, and commanded the chief priests and all their council to
appear, and brought Paul down and set him before them.

Acts 21:15 – 23:11 –
(23:1) Then Paul, looking earnestly at the council, said, “Men and brethren, I
have lived in all good conscience before God until this day.” 2 And the high priest
Ananias commanded those who stood by him to strike him on the mouth. 3 Then
Paul said to him, “God will strike you, you whitewashed wall! For you sit to judge
me according to the law, and do you command me to be struck contrary to the
law?”
4 And those who stood by said, “Do you revile God’s high priest?”
5 Then Paul said, “I did not know, brethren, that he was the high priest; for it is
written, ‘You shall not speak evil of a ruler of your people.’”
6 But when Paul perceived that one part were Sadducees and the other
Pharisees, he cried out in the council, “Men and brethren, I am a Pharisee, the
son of a Pharisee; concerning the hope and resurrection of the dead I am being
judged!”
7 And when he had said this, a dissension arose between the Pharisees and the
Sadducees; and the assembly was divided.

Acts 21:15 – 23:11 –
6 But when Paul perceived that one part were Sadducees and the other
Pharisees, he cried out in the council, “Men and brethren, I am a Pharisee, the
son of a Pharisee; concerning the hope and resurrection of the dead I am being
judged!”
7 And when he had said this, a dissension arose between the Pharisees and the
Sadducees; and the assembly was divided. 8 For Sadducees say that there is no
resurrection—and no angel or spirit; but the Pharisees confess both. 9 Then
there arose a loud outcry. And the scribes of the Pharisees’ party arose and
protested, saying, “We find no evil in this man; but if a spirit or an angel has
spoken to him, let us not fight against God.”
10 Now when there arose a great dissension, the commander, fearing lest Paul
might be pulled to pieces by them, commanded the soldiers to go down and take
him by force from among them, and bring him into the barracks.
11 But the following night the LORD stood by him and said, “Be of good cheer,
Paul; for as you have testified for Me in Jerusalem, so you must also bear
witness at Rome.”

3. What were some of the reasons why the riots occurred in relationship to Paul?
Paul was one of them – he admits it – a leader of the persecution of the church
(Acts 22:4-5)
The Jewish people, mostly, in the land of Israel –considered Paul as a Traitor to his own
people. This was true even some within the Jerusalem church. They thought that he
was teaching doctrines against God’s Word, the Law of Moses, the People of Israel and
their “Customs”. It was mostly about their Customs or Traditions. It always comes
down to the cultural identity that is represented by their traditions. “This is who we are”
Thus, the bondage of Judaism. Not God’s Law – as per the Bible, itself, but their Jewish
Customs/Traditions that was at odds. – So, it is Today – Sacred Cows, a Plenty
It was like the Mafia – and Paul was one of the Dons in the “Family” in the
“Organization”. He left it and was exposing it. That means death. And in the same way it
was with Paul – who was an up and coming Leader in Judaism, among the Pharisees,
etc. He left all that and became a follower of Yeshua, the Messiah of Israel. If a normal,
no-named Jew, in some obscure town came to know Yeshua as his Messiah, Lord, and
Savior – no one would really have cared. But Paul was well known, even by the Chief
Priest (the sons of Aaron’s) and Family. He was their agent of persecution, etc. Well
known – and when he left to follow Jesus, it was like slapping the Chief Priest in the
face – it was all about “family honor” – nation-wide – honor.

4. Why was it so important for Paul to give His Salvation Testimony to the People
of Jerusalem? (Acts 22)
How does his giving of his testimony relate to us, today?
This is how sinners can relate to us. Our before and after – our conversion story.
Sinners who are living in the sinful life like we used to, can relate to us. And they
can see how to be saved out of that sinful lifestyle, just like we have been –
through Jesus Christ – the Messiah/Savior. This is one way in which to share the
Gospel of our Salvation. Sinners saved by Grace.
Paul was one of them, and well known, BTW.
He was God’s Example of How to Follow the Messiah into the New Covenant for
all Israelis – for all Jews. Paul was Zealous for Yeshua the Messiah, not the Law.
Just like we are one of them – one of those around us – here in our own country,
land. Same language, same culture, same shared history. We are one of them.
Thus, God can use us in the same way. We just need to share our testimony.

5. Why was the direct encouragement from Jesus Christ (Yeshua h’Mashiach)
Himself so helpful to Paul? (see Acts 23:11)
The following night the LORD stood by him and said, “Take courage, for as you
have TESTIFIED to the facts about Me in Jerusalem, so you must TESTIFY
also in Rome.”
a. This proved beyond any shadow of any doubt that God did, in actuality,
lead Paul to Jerusalem. No matter what others thought leading up to him
arriving in Jerusalem, this was the real confirmation, after the fact, that God
was leading Him, directly.
b. This encouragement was needed – when the local church of Jerusalem
“kind of thought” that those rumors were true – and the whole town of
Jerusalem, from top to bottom is against you … wow – having Jesus, the
Shepherd’s closeness means everything. Instead of feeling abandoned and
left out to dry – God was close to Paul. He was not alone.

5. Why was the direct encouragement from Jesus Christ (Yeshua h’Mashiach)
Himself so helpful to Paul? (see Acts 23:11)
The following night the LORD stood by him and said, “Take courage, for as you
have TESTIFIED to the facts about Me in Jerusalem, so you must TESTIFY
also in Rome.”
c. The encouragement also was an Applause from Heaven – God thought
what Paul did was well done – Good Job – Excellent – You Testified about Me
truthfully … Your Reward  You get to do this, just like this – in Rome.
I am not sure Paul was thinking about anything beyond his situation …
When we are in the midst of great crisis – when everyone is against you (for
false reasons, of course) because you have stood up for God, His Word, His
Righteousness … you might feel that wall are closing in – and you want to go
and hide somewhere and never come out.
If that Happens – then Satan has won. Don’t let Satan win.

5. Why was the direct encouragement from Jesus Christ (Yeshua h’Mashiach)
Himself so helpful to Paul? (see Acts 23:11)
The following night the LORD stood by him and said, “Take courage, for as you
have TESTIFIED to the facts about Me in Jerusalem, so you must TESTIFY
also in Rome.”
d. A Future - The Encouragement – of Paul going to Rome – meant that God
still had great plans for Paul and that God wasn’t finished with him yet. He
did not need to hide – but to continue to go beyond the walls to the next
Gospel Mission opportunity.
For us – it means the same.

5. Why was the direct encouragement from Jesus Christ (Yeshua h’Mashiach)
Himself so helpful to Paul? (see Acts 23:11)
d. A Future - The Encouragement – of Paul going to Rome – meant that God
still had great plans for Paul and that God wasn’t finished with him yet. He
did not need to hide – but to continue to go beyond the walls to the next
Gospel Mission opportunity.
For us – it means the same.
After spreading the Gospel – doing God’s Work – and we encounter
opposition and persecution. Our normal reaction would be to go and hide
and get away from that and never do that again. When we want to go and
hide, lick our wounds, etc.

God wants us to get close to Him – and get our healing, our significance, our
identity, our LIFE, our strength, our encouragement from Him – directly.
So, that we can go out and be Warriors for the Gospel of Christ, again.

