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Acts 21:15 ð23:11 - And after those days we packed and went up to 

Jerusalem. 16 Also some of  the disciples from Caesarea went with us and 

brought with them a certain Mnason of  Cyprus, an early disciple, with whom we 

were to lodge.
17 And when we had come to Jerusalem , the brethren received us gladly. 18 On 

the following day Paul went in with us to James, and all the elders were 

present. 19 When he had greeted them, he told in [great] detail those things 

which God had done among the Gentiles through his ministry. 20 And when they 

heard it, they glorified the Lord . 

1. What are some reasons why Paul went back to Jerusalem?

Romans 9:1 -5 & 10:1  Č His concern, prayerful and evangelistic concern and 

motivation

Paul desired for his close family, relatives, cousins, and fellow Israelis to 

come to their Messiah in the New Covenant ðbeing Born Again. 



Romans 9:1 -5 - I tell the truth in Christ, I am not lying, my conscience also 

bearing me witness in the Holy Spirit, 2 that I have great sorrow and continual 

grief  in my heart . 3 For I could wish that I myself  were accursed from Christ for 

my brethren , my countrymen according to the flesh , 4 who are Israelites , to 

whom pertain the adoption, the glory, the covenants, the giving of  the law, the 

service of  God, and the promises; 5 of  whom are the fathers and from whom, 

according to the flesh, Christ came, who is over all, the eternally blessed God. 

Amen .

Romans 10:1 -Brethren, my heartõs desire and prayer to God for Israel is that 

they may be saved.

1. What are some reasons why Paul went back to Jerusalem?

Romans 9:1 -5 & 10:1  Č His concern, prayerful and evangelistic concern and 

motivation

Paul desired for his close family, relatives, cousins, and fellow Israelis to 

come to their Messiah in the New Covenant ðbeing Born Again. 
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17 And when we had come to Jerusalem , the brethren received us gladly. 18 On 

the following day Paul went in with us to James, and all the elders were 

present. 19 When he had greeted them, he told in detail those things which God 

had done among the Gentiles through his ministry. 20 And when they 

heard it, they glorified the Lord. And they said to him, òYou see, brother, how 

many myriads of  Jews there are who have believed, and they are all ZEALOUS 

FOR THE LAW; 21 but they have been informed about you that you teach all the 

Jews who are among the Gentiles to forsake Moses, saying that they ought not 

to circumcise their children nor to walk according to the customs . 22 What then? 

The assembly must certainly meet, for they will hear that you have come.

Rumors about Paulõs Ministryé even òalmostó believed by the church in 

Jerusalem é without Facebook or Twitter, Internet, Radio, or TV.

James, along with the Jerusalem church devise a plan to òdispeló those nasty 

rumors ðcertainly Rabbi Shaul (the apostle Paul) is still really a Jew, deep down 

inside and these rumors arenõtõ real, etc. Č ZEALOUS FOR the LAW ?

Why arenõt they ZEALOUS for YESHUA the MESSIAH and the Gospel?
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23 Therefore do what we tell you : We have four men who have taken a 

vow. 24 Take them and be purified with them , and pay their expenses so that they 

may shave their heads, and that all may know that those things of  which they 

were informed concerning you are nothing, but that you yourself  also walk 

orderly and keep the law . 25 But concerning the Gentiles who believe, we have 

written and decided that they should observe no such thing, except that they 

should keep themselves from things offered to idols, from blood, from things 

strangled, and from sexual immorality. ó
26 Then Paul took the men , and the next day, having been purified with them , 

entered the temple to announce the expiration of  the days of  purification, at 

which time an offering should be made for each one of  them .

2. Why did Paul submit to Jamesõ suggestion of paying for purification and 

vows of  those four Jewish Believers in Messiah?

Č Gospel Relevancy without Compromising Godõs Word é

1 Corinthians 9:19 -23



1 Corinthians 9:19 -23 Ą For though I am free from all men, I have made myself a 

slave to all, so that I may win more. 20 To the Jews I became as a Jew , so that I 

might win Jews ; to those who are under the Law, as under the Law though not 

being myself  under the Law , so that I might win those who are under the 

Law ; 21 to those who are without law, as without law, though not being without 

the law of  God but under the law of  Christ, so that I might win those who are 

without law. 22 To the weak I became weak, that I might win the weak; I have 

become all things to all men, so that I may by all means save some. 23 I do all 

things for the sake of  the gospel, so that I may become a fellow partaker of  it .

Paul was doing this for the Gospelõs sake ðfor Christõs sake.

That by using all means , he might be used of  Christ to save some ðsome Jews.

Is this your Lifeõs Goal ðusing every possible means and all of  your efforts and 

finances, etc. to win as many to Christ as possible? 

2. Why did Paul submit to Jamesõ suggestion of paying for purification and 

vows of  those four Jewish Believers in Messiah?

Č Gospel Relevancy without Compromising Godõs Word é
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26 Then Paul took the men, and the next day, having been purified with them, 

entered the temple to announce the expiration of  the days of  purification, at 

which time an offering should be made for each one of  them.
27 Now when the seven days were almost ended, the Jews from Asia , seeing him 

in the temple, stirred up the whole crowd and laid hands on him , 28 crying out, 

òMen of Israel, help! This is the man who teaches allmen everywhere against 

the people, the law, and this place; and furthermore he also brought Greeks into 

the temple and has defiled this holy place.ó29 (For they had previously seen 

Trophimus the Ephesian with him in the city, whom they supposed that Paul had 

brought into the temple .)  [i.e. all this was driven by rumors and misinformation]
30 And all the city was disturbed; and the people ran together, seized Paul , and 

dragged him out of  the temple; and immediately the doors were shut. 31 Now as 

they were seeking to kill him , news came to the commander of  the garrison that 

all Jerusalem was in an uproar . 32 He immediately took soldiers and centurions, 

and ran down to them. And when they saw the commander and the soldiers, 

they stopped beating Paul. (saved, in the nick of  time)
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30 And all the city was disturbed; and the people ran together, seized Paul , and 

dragged him out of  the temple; and immediately the doors were shut. 31 Now as 

they were seeking to kill him , news came to the commander of  the garrison that 

all Jerusalem was in an uproar . 32 He immediately took soldiers and centurions, 

and ran down to them. And when they saw the commander and the soldiers, 

they stopped beating Paul. 33 Then the commander came near and took him, and 

commanded him to be bound with two chains ; and he asked who he was and 

what he had done. 34 And some among the multitude cried one thing and some 

another.

So when he could not ascertain the truth because of  the tumult, he commanded 

him to be taken into the barracks. 35 When he reached the stairs, he had to be 

carried by the soldiers because of  the violence of  the mob. 36 For the multitude 

of  the people followed after, crying out, òAway with him!ó
37 Then as Paul was about to be led into the barracks, he said to the commander, 

òMay I speak to you?ó. He [the commander] replied, òCan you speak Greek?ó
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37 Then as Paul was about to be led into the barracks, he said to the commander, 

òMay I speak to you?ó. He [the commander] replied, òCan you speak 

Greek?ó38 Are you not the Egyptian who some time ago stirred up a rebellion 

and led the four thousand assassins out into the wilderness?ó
39But Paul said, òI am a Jew from Tarsus, in Cilicia, a citizen of no mean [i.e. a 

very important ] city; and I implore you, permit me to speak to the people.ó

(In verse 39 ðthe commander shouldõve understood that Tarsus, in Cilicia ðwas 

a very Important University City ðof  the Roman Empire. Those who are born 

there were considered Roman Citizens. Legal Citizens. If  they were there legally 

and had children, their children were Romans, automatically. It was a Free City, 

a Roman City .)

40 So when he had given him permission, Paul stood on the stairs and motioned 

with his hand to the people. And when there was a great silence , he spoke 

to them in the Hebrew language, saying,

(22:1 ) òBrethren and fathers, hear my defense before you now.ó
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40 So when he had given him permission, Paul stood on the stairs and motioned 

with his hand to the people. And when there was a great silence , he spoke 

to them in the Hebrew language, saying,

(22:1 ) òBrethren and fathers, hear my defense before you now.ó 2 And when 

they heard that he spoke to them in the Hebrew language, they kept all the more 

silent.

Then he said: 3òI am indeed a Jew , born in Tarsus of  Cilicia, but brought up in 

this city at the feet of  Gamaliel , taught according to the strictness of  our 

fathersõ law, and was zealous toward God as you all are today . 4 I persecuted 

this Way to the death , binding and delivering into prisons both men and 

women, 5 as also the high priest bears me witness , and all the council of  the 

elders , from whom I also received letters to the brethren, and went to Damascus

to bring in chains even those who were there to Jerusalem to be punished .
6òNow it happened, as I journeyed and came near Damascus at about noon, 

suddenly a great light from heaven shone around me.
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6òNow it happened, as I journeyed and came near Damascus at about noon, 

suddenly a great light from heaven shone around me. 7 And I fell to the ground

and heard a voice saying to me, ôSaul, Saul, why are you persecuting Me?õ8 So I 

answered, ôWho are You, Lord?õ And He said to me,ôI am Jesus of Nazareth, 

whom you are persecuting .õ  (notice, no riots,  yet é )
9òAnd those who were with me indeed saw the light and were afraid,but they 

did not hear the voice of  Him who spoke to me. 10So I said, ôWhat shall I do, 

Lord?õ And the Lord said to me,ôArise and go into Damascus, and there you will 

be told all things which are appointed for you to do.õ11 And since I could not see 

for the glory of  that light, being led by the hand of  those who were with me, I 

came into Damascus.
12òThen a certain Ananias , a devout man according to the law , having a good 

testimony with all the Jews who dwelt there, 13 came to me; and he stood and 

said to me, ôBrother Saul, receive your sight.õ And at that same hour I looked up 

at him.
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12òThen a certain Ananias , a devout man according to the law , having a good 

testimony with all the Jews who dwelt there, 13 came to me; and he stood and 

said to me, ôBrother Saul, receive your sight.õ And at that same hour I looked up 

at him. 14 Then he said, ôThe God of our fathers has chosen you that you should 

know His will, and see the Just One, and hear the voice of  His mouth. 15 For you 

will be His witness to all men of  what you have seen and heard. 16 And now why 

are you waiting? Arise and be baptized, and wash away your sins, calling on the 

name of  the Lord .õ  (notice ðstill no riots, yet ðfolks are listening intently)
17òNow it happened, when I returned to Jerusalem [not this time, but a previous

time ] and was praying in the temple, that I was in a trance 18 and saw Him saying 

to me, ôMake haste and get out of Jerusalem quickly, for they will not receive 

your testimony concerning Me.õ19So I said, ôLord, they know that in every 

synagogue I imprisoned and beat those who believe on You. 20 And when the 

blood of  Your martyr Stephen was shed, I also was standing by consenting to 

his death, and guarding the clothes of those who were killing him.õ21 Then He 

said to me, ôDepart, for I will send you far from here to the Gentiles.õó
[ Now the Riots happened, when they heard the word òGentilesó ðracist, maybe? ]
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17òNow it happened, when I returned to Jerusalem [not this time, but a previous 

time] and was praying in the temple, that I was in a trance 18 and saw Him saying 

to me, ôMake haste and get out of Jerusalem quickly, for they will not receive 

your testimony concerning Me.õ19So I said, ôLord, they know that in every 

synagogue I imprisoned and beat those who believe on You. 20 And when the 

blood of  Your martyr Stephen was shed, I also was standing by consenting to 

his death, and guarding the clothes of those who were killing him.õ21 Then He 

said to me, ôDepart, for I will send you far from here to the Gentiles.õó
[ Now the Riots happened, when they heard the word òGentilesó ðracist, maybe? ]

22 And they listened to him until this word , and then they raised their voices and 

said, òAway with such afellow from the earth, for he is not fit to live!ó23 Then, as 

they cried out and tore off their clothes and threw dust into the air, 24 the 

commander ordered him to be brought into the barracks, and said that he 

should be examined under scourging, so that he might know why they shouted 

so against him. 25 And as they bound him with thongs, Paul said to the centurion 

who stood by, òIs it lawful for you to scourge a man who is a Roman , and 

uncondemned ?ó  (Habeas Corpus ðLatin for due process ðRoman citizen card )
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25 And as they bound him with thongs, Paul said to the centurion who stood by, 

òIs it lawful for you to scourge a man who is a Roman , and uncondemned ?ó  

(Habeas Corpus ðLatin for due process ðRoman citizenship card )
26 When the centurion heard that, he went and told the commander, saying, 

òTake care what you do, for this man is a Roman.ó
27Then the commander came and said to him, òTell me, are you a Roman?ó

He said, òYes.ó  [why didnõt the commander ask him at first?]
28The commander answered, òWith a large sum I obtained this citizenship.ó

And Paul said, òBut I was borna citizen .ó[i.e. born in Tarsus, in Cilicia]
29 Then immediately those who were about to examine him withdrew from him; 

and the commander was also afraid after he found out that he was a Roman, 

and because he had bound him .  [due process was abrogated/disrupted]
30 The next day, because he [the commander] wanted to know for certain why he 

[Paul] was accused by the Jews, he [the commander] released him [Paul] 

from his bonds, and commanded the chief  priests and all their council to 

appear, and brought Paul down and set him before them .


