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To catch up on anything you’ve missed, please, go to:

(last week’s)  https://wp1.NLFJI.org/369

- AND/OR  -

https://NLFJI.org/GAL

- AND/OR  -

https://NLFJI.org/SABBATH



Living & Walking in the Grace of  Christ – Galatians 6:11-18

Galatians 6:11-18 (NKJV)

See with what large letters I have written to you with my own 

hand! 12 As many as desire to make a good showing in the 

flesh, these would compel you to be circumcised, only that 

they may not suffer persecution for the cross of  Christ. 13 For 

not even those who are circumcised keep the law, but they 

desire to have you circumcised that they may boast in your 

flesh. 14 But God forbid that I should boast except in 

the cross of  our LORD Jesus Christ, by whom the world has 

been crucified to me, and I to the world.



Living & Walking in the Grace of  Christ – Galatians 6:11-18

Galatians 6:11-18 (NKJV)
15 For in Christ Jesus neither circumcision nor 

uncircumcision avails anything, but a NEW CREATION.
16 And as many as walk according to this rule, PEACE and 

MERCY be upon them, and upon the Israel of  God.
17 From now on let no one trouble me, for I bear in my body 

the marks of  the LORD Jesus.
18 Brethren, the grace of  our LORD Jesus Christ be with your 

spirit. Amen.



Living & Walking in the Grace of  Christ – Galatians 6:11-18

1. Did Paul have eye problems? Was this the “thorn” in the 

flesh – a sickness of  his eyes? 
11 See with what large letters I have written to you with 

my own hand! (Gal. 6:11)

2 Cor. 12:1-10 – states that Paul had a vision of  heaven 

and then was given a “thorn in the flesh”, a “messenger 

of  Satan” to buffet him so that he wouldn’t boast about 

it. He asked 3 times for it to be taken away, but God did 

not, but God said to Paul: “My grace is sufficient for you, 

for My strength is made perfect in weakness.”

Was this “thorn in the flesh” eye problems?



Living & Walking in the Grace of  Christ – Galatians 6:11-18

1. Did Paul have eye problems? Was this the “thorn” in the 

flesh – a sickness of  his eyes? 
11 See with what large letters I have written to you with 

my own hand! (Gal. 6:11)

Gal. 4:13-16 – You know that because of  physical infirmity I 

preached the gospel to you at the first. 14 And my trial which 

was in my flesh you did not despise or reject, but you 

received me as an angel of  God, even as Christ Jesus. 15 What 

then was the blessing you enjoyed? For I bear you witness 

that, if  possible, you would have plucked out your own eyes 

and given them to me. 16 Have I therefore become your enemy 

because I tell you the truth?



Living & Walking in the Grace of  Christ – Galatians 6:11-18

1. Did Paul have eye problems? Was this the “thorn” in the 

flesh – a sickness of  his eyes? 
11 See with what large letters I have written to you with 

my own hand! (Gal. 6:11)

➔ Analysis→Maybe – but it is inconclusive. But books,

chapters in books have been written about this. More

than likely Paul had some injuries from the persecution 

he received in the region of  Galatia when he was stoned 

almost to death in Lystra (see Acts 14:19, in context). He 

might have written large for their sakes, not his, just to 

show it is him who wrote it (keepin’ it simple). 



Living & Walking in the Grace of  Christ – Galatians 6:11-18

2. Again, Why did Paul write this letter to the Galatians? 
12 As many as desire to make a good showing in the flesh, 

these would compel you to be circumcised, only that they may 

NOT suffer persecution for the cross of  Christ. 13 For not even 

those who are circumcised keep the law, but they desire to have 

you circumcised that they may boast in your flesh.

The trend / fad – during Paul’s time was to mix the Old 

Testament Law of  Moses in with the New Covenant – Gospel 

Message and Teachings – Judaizers / Hebrew Roots 

Movement Legalism (HRML). Thus, they would not offend the 

Jewish Establishment and not suffer persecution. But, it 

nullifies the Cross of  Christ (His Crucifixion, Death, Burial & 

Resurrection, His Finished Work of  Redemption)
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2. Again, Why did Paul write this letter to the Galatians? 
12 As many as desire to make a good showing in the flesh, 

these would compel you to be circumcised, only that they may 

NOT suffer persecution for the cross of  Christ. 13 For not even 

those who are circumcised keep the law, but they desire to have 

you circumcised that they may boast in your flesh.

The Judaizers / Hebrew Roots Movement Legalism (HRML) 

don’t keep the whole Law of  Moses (from Exodus through 

Deuteronomy) as written. Even back then Jesus told folks that 

unless their righteousness exceed that of  the scribes and 

Pharisees, they wouldn’t even experience God’s Kingdom.



Jesus said:
17 “Do not think that I came to destroy the Law or the Prophets. I 

did not come to destroy but to fulfill. 18 For assuredly, I say to 

you, till heaven and earth pass away, one jot or one tittle will by 

no means pass from the law UNTIL ALL is FULFILLED. 19 Whoever 

therefore breaks one of  the least of  these commandments, and 

teaches men so, shall be called least in the kingdom of  heaven; 

but whoever does and teaches them, he shall be called great in 

the kingdom of  heaven. 20 For I say to you, that unless your 

righteousness exceeds the righteousness of  the scribes and 

Pharisees, you will by NO means enter the kingdom of  heaven.” 

Matt. 5:17-20 → Jesus is the ONE Who Fulfilled All of  the LAW on 

our behalf. It is Fulfilled – I don’t have to fulfill it nor am I under 

the LAW, anymore. My righteousness is Christ’s imputed to me.



Living & Walking in the Grace of  Christ – Galatians 6:11-18

2. Again, Why did Paul write this letter to the Galatians? 
12 As many as desire to make a good showing in the flesh, 

these would compel you to be circumcised, only that they may 

NOT suffer persecution for the cross of  Christ. 13 For not even 

those who are circumcised keep the law, but they desire to have 

you circumcised that they may boast in your flesh.

The Judaizers / Hebrew Roots Movement Legalism (HRML) 

today like to use Matt. 5:17-19, but skip vs. 20.  

Also, they don’t really read it … there is a condition for the

LAW of Moses to No Longer Be In Effect … When All of the

LAW is FULFILLED. Yeshua / Jesus Christ / The Messiah of

Israel – He Fulfilled it ALL – thus, now, the New Covenant is 

IN EFFECT (from Acts 2 onward – from the day of Pentecost)
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2. Again, Why did Paul write this letter to the Galatians? 
12 As many as desire to make a good showing in the flesh, 

these would compel you to be circumcised, only that they may 

NOT suffer persecution for the cross of  Christ. 13 For not even 

those who are circumcised keep the law, but they desire to have 

you circumcised that they may boast in your flesh.

The Judaizers / Hebrew Roots Movement Legalism (HRML) 

back then focused on the “entry point” into Judaism –

circumcision of  all the males of  the household. Today, the 

same HRML folks, instead focus on keeping the Sabbath, all 

the Feast Days (see Leviticus 23) instead of  circumcision. It is 

the same thing repackaged. Keeping the Law to Be Saved, 

and Keeping the Law to Keep your salvation.







Living & Walking in the Grace of  Christ – Galatians 6:11-18

2. Again, Why did Paul write this letter to the Galatians? 
12 As many as desire to make a good showing in the flesh, 

these would compel you to be circumcised, only that they may 

NOT suffer persecution for the cross of  Christ. 13 For not even 

those who are circumcised keep the law, but they desire to have 

you circumcised that they may boast in your flesh.

What purpose then does the law serve? It was added because 

of  transgressions, UNTIL the Seed (the Messiah) should come 

to whom the promise was made; and it was appointed through 

angels by the hand of  a mediator. (Gal. 3:19)



Living & Walking in the Grace of  Christ – Galatians 6:11-18

2. Again, Why did Paul write this letter to the Galatians? 
12 As many as desire to make a good showing in the flesh, 

these would compel you to be circumcised, only that they may 

NOT suffer persecution for the cross of  Christ. 13 For not even 

those who are circumcised keep the law, but they desire to have 

you circumcised that they may boast in your flesh.

Therefore the law was our tutor (teacher / schoolmaster) to 

BRING us to Christ, that we might be justified by faith.
25 But after faith has come, we are NO LONGER UNDER A 

TUTOR. (Gal. 3:24)

No Longer under A Tutor = No Longer Under the Law to obey 

it – to follow it … we in Christ, now, in the New Covenant.



But if  you are led by 

the Spirit, you are NOT 

UNDER the LAW.

(Gal. 5:18)

The Law of  Moses 

shows me that I am a 

sinner (a tutor) – and 

leads me to the 

Messiah – to the Cross

– then I am NO longer 

under the Law but I’m 

IN CHRIST



Living & Walking in the Grace of  Christ – Galatians 6:11-18

3. Those that COMPEL / FORCE / Make You Feel Guilty - to 

follow the LAW – have some hidden Agendas.
12 As many as DESIRE to make a GOOD SHOWING in the flesh, 

these would COMPEL you to be circumcised, only that they may 

NOT suffer persecution for the cross of  Christ. 13 For not even 

those who are circumcised keep the law, but they DESIRE to 

have you circumcised that they may BOAST in your flesh.

These HRML folks have a hidden agenda. Since, they are NOT

being led by the Holy Spirit, according to the Word of  God, to 

Glorify Christ – they have a sinful, earthly, human agenda, 

using selfish, self-righteous, and self-gratifying goals. 

They want to Boast About their Accomplishments. They are 

being led by something else, instead of  pleasing God His way
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3. Those that COMPEL / FORCE / Make You Feel Guilty - to 

follow the LAW – have some hidden Agendas.
12 As many as DESIRE to make a GOOD SHOWING in the flesh, 

these would COMPEL you to be circumcised, only that they may 

NOT suffer persecution for the cross of  Christ. 13 For not even 

those who are circumcised keep the law, but they DESIRE to 

have you circumcised that they may BOAST in your flesh.

These HRML folks have a hidden agenda. They cannot be 

sincerely wrong (by accident, by mistake). Since, they have 

Acts 15, the book of  Galatians, and the book of  Hebrews all 

singing the same chorus AGAINST what they are teaching and 

believing, etc. and they are NOT being led by the Spirit. They 

must twist Scripture to their own ends and mislead the many.





Living & Walking in the Grace of  Christ – Galatians 6:11-18

4. The Only “thing” we should boast about is the CROSS.
14 But God forbid that I should BOAST except in the CROSS 

of  our LORD Jesus Christ, by whom the world has been 

crucified to me, and I to the world. 15 For in Christ Jesus 

neither circumcision nor uncircumcision avails anything, 

but a new creation.

What are we to boast about? Jesus Christ 

(or Yeshua h’Mashiach for those HRML folks)

We are to boast about Him, His Love, Grace, Mercy, Truth … 

His Crucifixion, Death, Burial and Resurrection – as ENOUGH.

I am NO LONGER UNDER the Authority of  the World System 

of  Fallen Human Nature and of  Sin. I’ve been Crucified!
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4. The Only “thing” we should boast about is the CROSS.
14 But God forbid that I should BOAST except in the CROSS 

of  our LORD Jesus Christ, by whom the world has been 

crucified to me, and I to the world. 15 For in Christ Jesus 

neither circumcision nor uncircumcision avails anything, 

but a new creation.

What are we to boast about? Jesus Christ / Yeshua

We are to boast about Him, His Love, Grace, Mercy, Truth … 

His Crucifixion, Death, Burial and Resurrection – as ENOUGH.

I am NO LONGER UNDER the Authority of  the Law of  Moses, 

but under Christ’s Authority in the New Covenant.

I’ve been Crucified!



Living & Walking in the Grace of  Christ – Galatians 6:11-18

4. The Only “thing” we should boast about is the CROSS.
14 But God forbid that I should BOAST except in the CROSS 

of  our LORD Jesus Christ, by whom the world has been 

crucified to me, and I to the world. 15 For in Christ Jesus 

neither circumcision nor uncircumcision avails anything, 

but a New Creation.

If  a person has already been circumcised before coming to 

Christ or if  a person has never been circumcised before 

coming to Christ – that is NOT the focus – but being a 

New Creation in Christ Jesus (in Messiah Yeshua). Being 

Transformed / Changed / New – in Christ – He does the 

changing and transforming. It is undeniable and visible.
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4. The Only “thing” we should boast about is the CROSS.
14 But God forbid that I should BOAST except in the CROSS 

of  our LORD Jesus Christ, by whom the world has been 

crucified to me, and I to the world. 15 For in Christ Jesus 

neither circumcision nor uncircumcision avails anything, 

but a New Creation.

In vs. 15 he is NOT talking about a person AFTER being saved 

– that they seek to follow the Law of  Moses by being 

circumcised – he’s already talked about that, previously, and 

made a very compelling case of  it.  He is talking about how 

they are when they come to Christ. Look at 1 Cor. 7:18➔



Living & Walking in the Grace of  Christ – Galatians 6:11-18

4. The Only “thing” we should boast about is the CROSS.
14 But God forbid that I should BOAST except in the CROSS 

of  our LORD Jesus Christ, by whom the world has been 

crucified to me, and I to the world. 15 For in Christ Jesus 

neither circumcision nor uncircumcision avails anything, 

but a New Creation.

1 Corinthians 7:18:

Was anyone called while circumcised? Let him NOT become 

uncircumcised. Was anyone called while uncircumcised? 

Let him NOT be circumcised.

Thus, whatever physical state a person is in, let him/her be that 

as led by God according to Scripture, etc.
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4. The Only “thing” we should boast about is the CROSS.
14 But God forbid that I should BOAST except in the CROSS 

of  our LORD Jesus Christ, by whom the world has been 

crucified to me, and I to the world. 15 For in Christ Jesus 

neither circumcision nor uncircumcision avails anything, 

but a New Creation.

In Colossians 2:11 – Paul shows How Christ FULFILLED the 

Law for us – even regarding Circumcision:

In Him you were also CIRCUMCISED with the CIRCUMCISION 

made without hands, by putting off  the body of  the sins of  the 

flesh, by the CIRCUMCISION of  Christ, 12 buried with Him in 

baptism, in which you also were RAISED with Him through FAITH

in the WORKING of  God, who RAISED Him from the dead.



Living & Walking in the Grace of  Christ – Galatians 6:11-18

5. Salutations of  Paul to the Galatian Churches.
16 And as many as walk according to THIS RULE, PEACE and 

MERCY be upon them, and upon the Israel of  God.  17 From 

now on let no one trouble me, for I bear in my body the 

marks of  the LORD Jesus.  18 Brethren, the grace of  our LORD

Jesus Christ be with your spirit. Amen.

→ And as many as walk according to THIS RULE?

What RULE➔ All the Teaching from Galatians 1:1 unto 6:15

This is why I asked y’all to read all of  Galatians and re-listen / 

re-watch previous sermons on this – because there is a 

blessing here – but it is CONDITIONAL.  

Have you studied up on this? Are you Doing this “Rule”?
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5. Salutations of  Paul to the Galatian Churches.
16 And as many as walk according to THIS RULE, PEACE and 

MERCY be upon them, and upon the Israel of  God.  17 From 

now on let no one trouble me, for I bear in my body the marks 

of  the LORD Jesus.  18 Brethren, the grace of  our LORD Jesus 

Christ be with your spirit. Amen.

→ the Israel of  God?  Again, books, volumes, chapters, 

sermons have been written and said about this “concept” or 

“phrase”. Is this different than “Israel” the genetic descendant 

of  Jacob, son of  Isaac, grandson of  Abraham? “Maybe”? 

(notice the quotes).  It is more than likely those who are Israelis

(genetic) who are in Christ (in Messiah) – such as Paul (Rabbi 

Shaul / Saul) – just to be biblically consistent. (ref. Romans 11)
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5. Salutations of  Paul to the Galatian Churches.
16 And as many as walk according to THIS RULE, PEACE and 

MERCY be upon them, and upon the Israel of  God.  17 From 

now on let no one trouble me, for I bear in my body the 

MARKS of  the LORD Jesus. 18 Brethren, the grace of  our 

LORD Jesus Christ be with your spirit. Amen.

→ stop troubling me?  Paul was frustrated and tired of  folks like 

these HRML (Judaizers) that kept wanting to focus on “works” 

and what we MUST DO to keep the Law of  Moses, etc. 

Have you been there? Do you have the SCARS to prove it? 

If  not, why not?  You only earn battle scars by Spreading the 

Gospel, DEFENDING THE FAITH, etc. by doing it.  

Are you?  If  not, why not.
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5. Salutations of  Paul to the Galatian Churches.
16 And as many as walk according to THIS RULE, PEACE and 

MERCY be upon them, and upon the Israel of  God.  17 From 

now on let no one trouble me, for I bear in my body the 

MARKS of  the LORD Jesus. 18 Brethren, the grace of  our 

LORD Jesus Christ be with your spirit. Amen.

→ stop troubling me? Do you have the SCARS to prove it? 

If  not, why not?  You only earn battle scars by Spreading the 

Gospel, DEFENDING THE FAITH, etc. by doing it.  

Are you?  If  not, why not.

Yes, and ALL who desire to live godly in Christ Jesus will suffer 

persecution. (2 Timothy 3:12) ➔ Compromisers, will not . . .
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5. Salutations of  Paul to the Galatian Churches.
16 And as many as walk according to THIS RULE, PEACE and 

MERCY be upon them, and upon the Israel of  God.  17 From 

now on let no one trouble me, for I bear in my body the 

MARKS of  the LORD Jesus. 18 Brethren, the grace of  our 

LORD Jesus Christ be with your spirit. Amen.

→ stop troubling me? You only earn battle scars by Spreading 

the Gospel, DEFENDING THE FAITH, etc. by doing it.  

Yes, and ALL who desire to live godly in Christ Jesus will suffer 

persecution. (2 Timothy 3:12) ➔ Compromisers, will not . . .

Paul did not preach circumcision or that Gentiles coming to Christ 

must keep the law – thus he focused on the Cross of  Christ. 

He preached the Genuine, Real, True Gospel of  Christ.
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5. Salutations of  Paul to the Galatian Churches.
16 And as many as walk according to THIS RULE, PEACE and 

MERCY be upon them, and upon the Israel of  God.  17 From 

now on let no one trouble me, for I bear in my body the 

MARKS of  the LORD Jesus. 18 Brethren, the Grace of  our 

LORD Jesus Christ be with your spirit. Amen.

Paul always wanted the best for the churches he wrote to, 

especially those he was instrumental in Planting, such as these 

Galatian churches. He knew most of  the folks pretty well, as 

well. It was personal, it was family to him. So it is today, with us 

… we must want the best, even after the Rebuke. We all want 

those who’ve been caught in sin or false doctrine to Repent

and come back.  Paul is a great example for us.   GRACE


