
Welcome to the Worship Celebration of



International Day of  Prayer for the Persecuted Church

New Series: The Mission of  The Church

Spreading the Gospel of  Christ to Ends of  the Earth

In the Midst of  Persecution

Matthew 28:18-20 / Matthew 10:16-39

11/04/2018



International Day of  Prayer for the Persecuted Church

The Mission of  the Church – part 1

Matthew 28:18-20

And Jesus came and said to them, “All authority in heaven 

and on earth has been given to me. 19 Go therefore and make 

disciples of  all nations, baptizing them in the name of  the 

Father and of  the Son and of  the Holy Spirit, 20 teaching

them to observe all that I have commanded you. And behold, 

I am with you always, to the end of  the age.”

(ref. Acts 1:8)



International Day of  Prayer for the Persecuted Church

The Mission of  the Church – part 1

Matthew 5:10-12

Jesus said, “Blessed are those who are persecuted for 

righteousness’ sake, for theirs is the kingdom of  heaven.
11 “Blessed are you when others revile you and persecute

you and utter all kinds of  evil against you falsely on My 

account. 12 Rejoice and be glad, for your reward is great in 

heaven, for so they persecuted the prophets who were 

before you.”



International Day of  Prayer for the Persecuted Church

The Mission of  the Church – part 1

Acts 14:21-22

When they had preached the gospel to that city and had 

made many disciples, they returned to Lystra and to Iconium 

and to Antioch, 22 strengthening the souls of  the disciples, 

encouraging them to continue in the faith, and saying that 

through many tribulations we must enter the kingdom of  

God.



International Day of  Prayer for the Persecuted Church

The Mission of  the Church – part 1

2 Timothy 3:12

Yes, and all who desire to live godly in Christ Jesus will 

suffer persecution.



International Day of  Prayer for the Persecuted Church

The Mission of  the Church – part 1

Matthew 10:16-39
Let’s listen to the words of  Jesus regarding the Mission of  

the church, Spreading the Gospel, and the Persecution we 

may face in the process



International Day of  Prayer for the Persecuted Church

The Mission of  the Church – part 1

Matthew 10:16-39
➔ Jesus Prepared us / Warned us about the Persecution

that the church would encounter as we Spread The Gospel 

and as we LIVE the Gospel of  Christ … 

Here are some of  our Brethren under Tremendous 

Persecutions and under Tremendous Pressure to either 

convert to Islam or to be silent ➔ in Pakistan … but the 

church is standing strong. Areas of  Asia and Africa have the 

highest rates of  Persecution against the church than 

anywhere else on the planet.



So, what can we do about all of  this? ➔ PRAY

Luke 6:27-28 (this is a command)

Jesus said, “But I say to you who listen: Love your enemies, 

do what is good to those who hate you, 28 bless those who 

curse you, PRAY for those who mistreat you.”

Did Jesus, our LORD, KING, God and Savior actually mean 

this, for us to do this?  WHAT?

Paul seems to have thought so: 

Bless those who persecute you; bless and do not curse.

Romans 12:14

Wow, that seems a supernatural feat … spiritual warfare



International Day of  Prayer for the Persecuted Church

The Mission of  the Church – part 1

So, what can we do about all of  this? ➔ PRAY

Ephesians 6:10-20
Finally, my brethren, be strong in the Lord and in the power of  His 

might. 11 Put on the whole armor of  God, that you may be able to 

stand against the wiles of  the devil. 12 For we do not wrestle 

against flesh and blood, but against principalities, against powers, 

against the rulers of the darkness of  this age, against 

spiritual hosts of  wickedness in the heavenly places. 13 Therefore 

take up the whole armor of  God, that you may be able to 

withstand in the evil day, and having done all, to stand.



International Day of  Prayer for the Persecuted Church

The Mission of  the Church – part 1

So, what can we do about all of  this? ➔ PRAY

Ephesians 6:10-20
14 Stand therefore, having girded your waist with TRUTH, having 

put on the breastplate of  RIGHTEOUSNESS, 15 and having shod 

your feet with the preparation of  the gospel of  peace; 16 above all, 

taking the shield of  faith with which you will be able to quench ALL

the fiery darts of  the wicked one. 17 And take the helmet of  

salvation, and the sword of  the Spirit, which is the word of  

God; 18 PRAYING always with all prayer and supplication in the 

Spirit, being watchful to this end with all perseverance

and supplication for all the saints . . . and … 



International Day of  Prayer for the Persecuted Church

The Mission of  the Church – part 1

So, what can we do about all of  this? ➔ PRAY

Ephesians 6:10-20
18 PRAYING always with ALL prayer and supplication in the 

Spirit, being watchful to this end with ALL perseverance

and supplication for ALL the saints — 19 and for me, that 

utterance may be given to me, that I may open my mouth 

boldly to make known the mystery of  the gospel, 20 for 

which I am an ambassador in chains; that in it I may speak 

boldly, as I ought to speak.

Paul was persecuted and in chains → asked for prayer



So, what can we do about all of  this? ➔ PRAY

Matthew 9:35-38 

Then Jesus went about all the cities and villages, teaching in 

their synagogues, preaching the gospel of  the kingdom, and 

healing every sickness and every disease among the 

people. 36 But when He saw the multitudes, He was moved 

with compassion for them, because they were weary and 

scattered, like sheep having no shepherd. 37 Then He said to 

His disciples, “The harvest truly is plentiful, but the 

laborers are few. 38 Therefore PRAY (beg, plead, petition) the 

LORD of  the harvest to send out laborers into His harvest.”



So, what can we do about all of  this? ➔ PRAY

Luke 18:1-8 
Now He was telling them a parable to show that at all times they ought 

to pray and not to lose heart, saying, “In a certain city there was a 

judge who did not fear God and did not respect man. There was a 

widow in that city, and she kept coming to him, saying, ‘Give me legal 

protection from my opponent.’ For a while he was unwilling; but 

afterward he said to himself, ‘Even though I do not fear God nor 

respect man, yet because this widow bothers me, I will give her legal 

protection, otherwise by continually coming she will wear me 

out.’” And the LORD said, “Hear what the unrighteous judge said; now, 

will not God bring about justice for His elect who cry to Him day and 

night, and will He delay long over them? I tell you that He will bring 

about justice for them quickly. However, when the Son of  Man comes, 

will He find [such] faith on the earth?”







The International Day of  Prayer … 

Let’s Get into Groups of  2 or 3 for Prayer 

for the Persecuted Church and for God to 

use the Church to reach the remaining 

Unreached People Groups with the Gospel






